Unruptured intracranial aneurysm as a cause of focal epilepsy: an excellent postoperative outcome after intra-arterial treatment.
This report involves a patient suffering from focal epilepsy caused by an unruptured, intracranial aneurysm (UIA), and her treatment using intravascular embolisation, with an excellent postoperative outcome in terms of the epilepsy. A 52 year-old, right-handed woman had been suffering for three years from focal seizures, characterized by loss of consciousness, and oroalimentary and hand automatisms. The epilepsy was not controlled by carbamazepine monotherapy. Magnetic resonance imaging and digital subtraction angiography revealed a saccular aneurysm at the bifurcation of the middle cerebral artery, in contact with the cortex of the temporal opercular region. An intra-arterial embolisation, using a detachable, mechanical spiral (MDS, Bold Platinum), was performed, with no complications. The purpose of embolisation was the treatment of the aneurysm. The patient had two more, complex partial seizures (CPS) in the early postoperative period, but was seizure-free between September 1998 and September 2002. This is the first case report that presents the successful treatment of UIA-related epilepsy by means of intravascular embolisation.